


MARKS OF PSEUDOSCIENCE
1.  A lack of well-controlled, reproducible experimental support. (by 

     definition)

2.  Over reliance on anecdotal evidence.

3.  Play on supposed inconsistencies in science.

4.  Attempt to explain the (so far) unexplainable.  Appeal to mysteries & 

     myths.

5.  Argument by analogy.  Argument by spurious similarity.

6.  Abuse of well-known scientists by;


a. inferring they would agree with them.


b. quoting them out of context.

7.  Misuse of statistical arguments.
8.  Filtering data.  The “grab-bag” approach to data.

9.  Use of anachronistic arguments.  Arguing against long-dead theories.

10.  Use of irrefutable hypothesis.

11.  Refusal to revise in spite of being proven wrong.

12. Going to the media with the “evidence,” rather than to journals.

13. Claims of suppression/intimidation/persecution.

14. Claiming to have a brand new paradigm.

15.  Claiming to have a cure for seemingly every illness.

Debunking experiments;   

       Begin by accepting at least the possibility that the basic pseudoscientific claim might be valid.

a.  Create a testable hypothesis based on the pseudoscientific claim.

b.  From this, determine the dependent and independent variable.

c.  Recognize some reasonable control variables.

d.  Design an experiment to test the hypothesis.  It will presumably be blind or even double-blind.
